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NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT 


L. 


The 

KEY BRAIN OF A HUNDRED EXPLOITS ... I 


turns up- 
and poses 


I From CHARLES rOLCV 
MADRit/, Sunday.-^car- 
Xaccd O^to Skorzeay, the 
I mau who kidnapped 
I Mussolini ; the brain of a 
j hundred exploits which 
> won him the reputation of 
** the most danKcrous man 
in Europe.** ha.s come to 
life again. I saw and talked 
to him today. 

' I knew he had reached 
Spain. Throuah German 
, friends I rrtced him under 
his new name and challenged . 
' him lo.meet me. 

I PanusUe stories hare followed 
I his . elinire irsU since he 
I ranished after the war. ic was 
I reponed that lie was dead ; that 
: he Was woiiunf seem I v wl'h 
I Martin Bonnann. Hiller^ deputy. 

I for a gtm Nazi redval; *hat 
i milltaiy and ooUce aere *tiunt^ 

! bur him aU o^r Eurooe. 

I In secret files" 

What was the mtth ? 1 

a^kccl. Gkoneeny agreed to tell 
mr. And *s I listened lo his . 
account of seeiet wnr>Ume 
' mlnioas sod what had hap* 
pened since. 1 began to realise 
.that ihh was indeed a ntoai 
exitaordloary man. 

The MiMSoUnl kidnap was only 
one action among manr as far 
a« Skonwny U cooeeraed. For 
rrery exploit he gave details 
that can be checked In the 
captured secret German flies. 

Never before has Skorxeny 
spoken out. Seldom, indeed, 
has he been seen in the last 
j seven yeara. Twice only have 

I news Dhotograt^en surprised 
him. Two yean afa In Paris. 

- a picture oi him walking down 
• the Champs Elysees provoked 
street battles ind a pwrllamcn- 
: tarv emit. 

agw'n H<* month, a camev*** 

• man * sHoi‘*'himiUi a reouurant 
with Dr. SehschL Hilier'a 
- economic wizanu' " • 

speculation ptred on mystety. 
There was only tvie way to end 
lu I told our tatenmedlaries. 

Half-hour waif 

Skonenr a'bold rendez- 

roiis. We would meet at 3.%. 
the aman lun^eon hour , in 
Madnd. and at Horehers. which 
Is famous for Its Oennan food 
and Oetrosn clients. 

1 watted half an hour. I 
wonderrd if he would come. 
Then a shadow . darkened the 
aicore. A huge figure stood over 
ihe table. _ 

- How ate .voit t * The voice • 
a-as biilU tor larger spaces. "I : 
tin sorry : n>y car broke down i 
: on 'In^ ruad.” A bow. -Otto } 

, ^.(or/env a! yair service." 

Ttie iMOiii dangerous man In 
Eiiropr:* Eten m a lounge suit. 
Earl Sloonibntien's wartitiie t 
opiioxite nnmher. aho directed— j 
and led -HiilerVt commandos. I 
has the air n« s man'cating tiger 1 
<on paroK hi hti earn* 40's. | 
Skor/en*** •if'* fin. frame has \ 
lost n<* ' .of of Its ntenacing pro* • 
luori And I found that ilia i 
«i; ^ as sudden ns a riub. j 



.Svarfaced «Tt 6" .kKORZENY ^ 

••At taH J roRdrop the masl-"— w»rf wfih hair xtfeketi bock. 
he perntf^ o pfeture tot the IWU tiiMt in seven' titan. 


The exfras 

Goennrs ravourite restaura- 
teur in Berllo burried forward 
lo My homage. Horcher broufiit 
ittle extra.% hetns of artlchAe. 
lobstem c^ed in cream, for 
the Herr ColoueL 

•‘“2^." I said. Re 
grinned. A duel scar alg- 
*»gglng from his left ear met 
the comer of his mouih and 
dmve across hlw chin. A man 
»'hp needs no passport. 

W« talked. Skomny showed 
delicacy. It was unbecoming, he 
feir, for a defeated soldier to 
th^n htm^lf into the iime* 
light. Erpeclalty if one wa.\ let 
' U.S aay. a shade conspicuous. 
Because all his possessxhs 

"liberated" by XaIuSi. 

rjT 1*1*1? tnemotra Published 
on Uje oontinent. That brought 
moiw trouble. There were still 
more solid reasons, uto. for 
*t«Ping out of sight. 

"Benere me." he said, “for 

j Russians avrp so keen to u«e 

in riled 
to kidnap me. I 


Nol^ ashamed 

** Here In Spain. I fed at las: 
that I can— as you say*-drop the 
mask. The worst blriemess of 
wir Is past. Tbme Is no re«.soa 
lor secrecy. 1 am not a.sham«d 
of what we did and how we did 

Tonight I called at an eiegant 
i lltrle white rlHa. A nea* Oerman 
car stood mttside the' door 

Skorzeny’s. 

we Mil in easy^hain. The 

B iciurcs on the nulls were ol 
ower .semes 

Qkorvmy looked at bis wmch . 
" Mu-skoMni lime.* he said. He 
rook It off. A line gold wrist- 
w*aich and on the bock the 
Napoieooie Initial ** M " with the 
date of liie famous raid, lie 
UaitKhfd. 

“T nm« try to lire this 
buxlneiM down. Here In Spain 1 
am working 1$ hours a dav. 
iiying to build up variotu 
mglneerlng enierpitsea. I am 
worklBR for. the future, but 1 
don’t want to talk about iha' 
VPl, 

" As to the past, hlstorr never 
' turns bark and for my part 1 
. dotiT want. It lo." 


! Head for Germany 

^ War Secrrtaiy Mr, Amony 
.Head will \i«lt British troops in 
|Grrmuny after Easter, 








r^nr trtr^w Tirry^D^T AwrtJt n ' itu 



THE TOUGHEST MAN ALIVE . . . Fourth Day 

Conrfnuinjf The £xp/oftj ami PmTaiojvhy of OTTO SKORZBt^Y, 
ihc man Hitler cKoxc to carry out his most spectacular exploits* 
Skorzeay, ' huntedi /or mony moticKt, is now In Spa(n» an<l has told 
hU story in inter virtvs with Ex/>ress Foreign Eilitor Charles Foley. 


T here arc times 
when a million 
men can be saved 
by the removal of a 
sin*gle obstacle: 

The obstacle, In the 
story I am going to tell, 
, was Admiral Horthy, 
, Regent ot ' 


Hungary, 
a t t h e 
'mom ent 
when lie 

haddeclded SOm/i 
to betray ' 

Gemany and malce a 
separate peace with 
Stalin. ^ 

Today Admiral Borthy Is 
by way ot a ndsbboiir of 
' oune— he has a TlUa over the 
Portogaese border at Zsiorll. 
.* Tb« last ttaie I saw Borthy X 


sat*e a million 


had the honour of escorting him 
to Gennany under a guatd pro> 
vlded by the Fuehrer, I must 


tbsi his enforced departure 
foUoved rapidly alter that of 
his son Nicboud. who left by 
airplane la sUU kas eonven* 
ttonal dreumstaoees. 


Orders 

I T Oesaa. as 
with my bdng 


illlon |9C# ’■ M Too law? Zt la never m 

• 1 law. Wnt wo demanded t'Jat 

>3 vCu M . mines and barricades on the 

nf a mtrt up to the.vienna Gate of 

mm mS mW M mm the easUo should to retnofi^ » 
m m wwm U)at Qerman diplomats, whose 

.. embas^ was on the hUL shoukt . 

arthy. 

- UP posiUons all 

one man to 

plan ^ to l *ad 

e 

were the most oniunl of Sun-- 
day nioming iaunts: 

My orders : Sveiy man to sn 
npright la his truck, safety 
eateto on all weapons; no> 
shooting. 

Surrender 

W S Started up tbs 
slope av d a.m. L 
stood ttp*m my 

sU the way: Behind me, a group** 
of. tanks and a bauailon of 
__ , paratroops, the' best anKC 
steadiest in Germany. 'i^ • 

• Now we w«rs at the .Vienna^ 

'' BOATHT . . . escorted. h group of ;^tilea. *Xto; 

gtaxod ..at US..' but never dldf 
and must comply with all his “f 

wWics. Signed. Adolf HlUer." 

.with this warrant I amid 

have turned Germany upside- 1S> viSwSt4 

down, in fact X decided not to 

‘use it * poses— we • pisaeo tnem 



have turned O^nmny upside 
down. In fact X decided not to 


■ to B1 tier's front use it * pm ^P«»--we 

T .ws,“Ar'.sf“nSS SK£s 

monstrous of canrron cannot do. to 


mare loomed up. < 


negbUatlog witlr Stalm, He has 


Threo big tanks faced os, cuas- 
turned to the sky. a barrlca/^ of 
OuUdlng blocks^ Now*t -* t 


He curnsd then to me. *fVoo. 
skoiaeny. will prepare to seiae 
the regent's basUe at Budapest 
I will give you the most extras 
ordinary., wrluen powers,’* 
im a' sbm of state paper 


onstrous or cannon cannot oo. . r clgnaUed to a ^snt Fantber 
Budapest was the core of all to crash the / barricade. We . 
ir communications. In the rushed through the breach, ' 
utb. If flghtint started openly, bounded up we castle stairs, 
etman troops and police would An- olScer cai^ at me with* a>- 
( outnumbered .five to one Jne. , pttiAi-Y X dldvoot ^e>bhn time-, 
ungatlans. 'io think.' '*'Tkke me,'* I cried . 

AS for the Bungarian armies **to your commandant at. once.* . 


Bungatlans. . - 

As for the Hungarian armies 
fadxw Russia, they, too, would 
roU mek and tom against us. 
The whole, front wmild collapse.. 
For the moment we -were' 


a sheet of State paper ror the moment we were 
widVtoe German eagle and Iron allies. We must lemain so or. 
cross in gUt. I read thac I had all would be lost. 
been charged by the Fuehrer X arrived in Budapest^' iBnr 
** to execute' personal and conA> guise of a civilian. Or. WoUT. to* 
dential orders of. blgb^ Bnd out what was happening. 
Importance. AU miiUaxy ahd i learned that Borthy wax 
I clvUlan serwloes mttst bring usteig his. son iHdiolas. a 


,gJiedihroll 

J '\m SAID to the com- ^ 
•7 Dmandant: ** The ^ 

-Kcastie is already In 
Quriband8.t;yQa must surrender.'’ . 


hid out what was happening. 

I learned that Borthy wax 
is^ his. son iHtoolas. a 


) ciTuwa BBmecs muxb oniae usmg US. son Nitoosas. a naagarw wen crowoen. x' 
I every possible help to the bearer political playbm In the thirties, addressed . the Bungamn; 
^ — ■ ■■• as bis agent for secret peace 

p nail w the weak spot '*Oo ymi ^natto against 

r mAII ALrVC-)T always look for. your enentiea the Russians or 


^ ^ tl a U A I I UC ; ‘Be weak spot “Do ymi want 10 tot ag 

THE TOUGHEST MAH ALIVE | tor. .. 

■ .. ^ I Ambush , 

' 55igS«?3to Ahwe- . . .1 WeU.4udwi«yow»“« «^ z ^ ^ ■ lG5f. Stalin W Gennan -^bassy.? ^ 
i. daynla 8tfi*y 1» hW .* •• by CHAKXJ» ru^x f®?® '^L.* group. nfiTHolits as- A ncw4l^^Tlan Government 

. 5 totermedlarlei. -Th»' were was fonned at once to carry on 
•' t- S h* fcUotonriSimday in' the war. A mliUon Qennsim 

^ building on the Danube at lived to fight antin. And' Bun- 

..1 „ .X duuicc to bag ths gaiy fought onn^da tu to the 



.ao a jft. A chanc e to bag the 
ytoa 

■ I drove up to the txmdina In 
. ‘to to M two German police* 
men walk up 
to the door* 

Insiantiy th e 
shoo ting 
started. * 

^Hungarian 
troops were 
everywhere — 
t^ house next, 
door was full 
of them. They 


TOMORROW:. 

. I did not try 
to kill Eisenhower' 


gaiy fought onn^da tu to the 
very end. 

’^'Ihe ‘huidcct the action the 
slighter the sting. ;Tb capture a 
i* fortress by 
textbook rules 
would have 
coat thottsanda 
of* casualties. 

, Our death* 
roll in a ten* 
minute 
skirmish by 
our encircling 
, „ forces toullto 

** The Hungarians lost 


!“ ‘H’J*”*F*‘* °to8iia Tjur. Ihe Hungarians lost 
lh<w were ftr&g from a truck three men. The entire opera- 


Bchmd my car. " A double to lasted half 'an hour."’'** ^ 


j uermu poiicetnes rolled down last traces of butamea. wwH 

I wbisUe?for » Oennan offitom and 

I * v®nn*n company Hungarians, to eeltorate the 

we^d^tto roto ^e Mrwr. deilveranca of our armies. Tou 

^ dA *thS 

Is Into tba housT^xt dow^ ■toe, Irom »• eoU^ 
toetter. Ocraum hand grenaflis nni ^ ^ 

^wn the doorway and 1 HB gUBSt 

boitied them inside. ® 

Down came the German police VI 1 pre- 

from Nicholas Hortbyb room. nlseoted formally to 

carrying the., rwtentb son and . Um-regenfv.V f|e had 

Ihree Titoists. All a*ere 


£XT dav 1 was pre- 
sented fonnally to.., 


MA| 




(SEKi^^ 


*EaidSa 


the new commandant, in the pm 

“S,SSS “J . 




carrying the., rwtentb son and " Um regtoKj^ Re had 

Ihree Titoists. All a*ere S*!5***? receivecr a‘; pressing 


Struggling violentiy. To avoid ^viution to be Bltier’s‘'gu'e^ 
another street leane we rolled t accompanied him on bia last 


them into carpets. 

Thus, rendered both harmless 


Journey^ to the station. 

In Admiral Sorthy's magnitl- 


and speechless, tbi^ were driven cent train — built for the 
to the alrpoit and sblppto to Smperor Franz Joseph— I made 
nmwn bv PGflf ‘^croianv. mji-Mli responsible for bis safety 

urawn ny nuei castle, it wm Be reaped a castie in 

ijj ft itate of siege, with Bavaria where remained very 

all roads cut off. . At 2 p.,ft secure indeed 

" 1^ n WORLD COPYRIGHT 





Look. . . . . this is now it, 
happened . . . Four 
minutes of my life 
that boosted me 
to^fame... 

F OUR’miDules is Ihe time it took me to crash 
through Uie jailers and reach Mussolini. 

Ihe odds against us were f^mlastic. That is 
whv I knew wc could not fail. *' . 

bigger tiie guard tUe safer they feel. Hie better 
*the troops the more automatic their reflexes. They are 
trained to obey, to wait on a command. .TTnder orders 
they will flght like copybook heroes. Without orders 
they arc lost . , 

One thing more 1 have learned. If the surprise Is big 
enough — 


you can 

alwtfys, ^ altpavt 
count on three fuU 
minutes or eon* 
fusion. In the case 
of MussoUnl it'took 
an extra lainute. 
frut^^editoiL 
Ituit extra — 



Uie wteduge wiih sereral men 
behind ne. yiist thing l saw 
was a comer ol the hotel with 
an itaiun sent^. 

Now the climax. Hie soldier 
was stupefled when we craved 
out of Che sky. i knew what be 
wanted— his soul cried out for 
ordeis, or at least for Ore to 
return. We dip not fb^ 

With my men panting behind 
me 1 ran past him to an open 
door. An^er soldier was sUUns 
at a radio transmiulng set. i 
kicked the chair fnm i^er 
him. 1 smashed the n^lo with 
®y.g«h. 

We raced round another 
the hotel There, at a 
ftot'llooT window, ,a familiar 
Shaven bead. Mussolini I We 
dashed for the main entrance 

Two maehlne<guns. We knbdced 
them. over. 

.was fuU of 


The ballw 


th^ could 
bexla to think I forced a way 
through the mob with the butt 
of my tominy<gun and rushed the 
stain three at a time. I turned 
down a gallery, threw open a 
door at random. 

Surrender 

T here was MuswUni 
with two Italian 
oiBcen. 

In a moment 1 was loloed by 
a friend. He thrust the offle^ 
out the room, ban^ the 
MoswUlnl was in • our 


snatched hint from 
the air just as he was 
about to be to 

the Allies. Be was 

grateful tn ' 

I .was leaded with 
preitota and a pbo^ 
graph ifiscrtbM “ In 
true frtendship for 
evo^ussollnl.'^ 

But the manx 
vliaUtv was, gone. 
saw him aC^ for the 
last Urncs J«m before 
his end came in the bloody^ 
carnival of Miisa. 

Be talked for houra about tbo 
catastnmbe lacing Europe frO.':\ 
the.. AalSlc.. peoples. A sai.- 
decline. • 

Tile luck of that onto, minute 
made me famous .ovenright. I 
am never allowed to forget it 

■ Mission 

F ob me, it was one 
o^lon aaiong ma^< 


nierell be 
no hldingtpfacet 
I teli ydti, for 
future fuehrers 


iiiilllllilliHlli. 


Bv now . six mors gUdeia had 
landed; ^fhe. last was smashed 
to pieces. StUl no shot had been 
ifanra. 3b^*^ItaUan- oommander 
came hito.^w rpomi:. I gave him 
60 seeoods to surrender. 

Thougbtfn^. be filled a goblet 
with red 'wlne’and 'bmaded*it'to* 
me. **Th tbO victor.'* he said. 
1 drank It I. was Ihinty. 

A sheet -waved, from "the' 
window. My men swarmed hx 
You cannot foresee evenrtblng. 
We bad planned ta take Musso* 
Ual down the 


When all. was ready for the 
aitsauls -we wore staggered by a 
ojonref order. Admiral Canaris. 
Chief of German Inlelllgenoe, 
claimed that Mussolini was not 
on Santa Maddalena. but on 
another Island near Elba. wh!'*>.. 
we were to attack at once w'trb" 
panitrooDt. 


For Oennany, Ihe 
propaganda value was teyood 
. price. It inspired the last war 
bulletin to be broadcast with 
victory fanfarea. 

Hitler counted it a great battle 
won* He ordei^ a brother 
ofheer la Vienna to. hand me 
his own KoightX Cross so tbftt 
T should be the first soldier to 
be decorated on the very day o* 
the action. 

The atory began when I was 
' r «^enl^ 


Warning 

T 


OOAYwe know that 
Ganans did not want 
Germany lo^wla the 

He gave BiUer false 

InfortnaUoa. If wo struck at the 
wrong objective It would be fatal 
for MUSsoUnlX chances. It would 
justify Italy in someN 

J ..lato the Allied camp. 
!h Student I flew to the 
X headquarters Then, 
as always. I expressed my 
opinions frankly. 

auler deeded .Canaris was 
wrong. Be' approved fny plans 
for an - attaok on Santa 
Maddalena by land. set. add 
'3ane~to U>e PuehrerX head* ki*’* “ nWed this un- 


ume X saw Hitler. 

Be tokl me MussoUnl had 
j overthrown and arrested W > 
I treadier^ new italhm Oovem' 
fAcnt. said 

** Italy is on the verge of cross- 
ing over to the Allies. Mussolini 
must be rescued before he » 
banded to Elsenhower. I 
entrust you with thU mission* 
Whatever t^ dangen you muH 
succeed. The effect on the 
course, of the war will be 
indalcutabie.** 

False trails 

AM no hero- 
worshipper. Yet 1 
— *“* admit that 


;.to repui^te I shall say : LDL...ctU' 
i you toted -pinout ordOT. 

ivem- : must not defend yourself ^ i 

‘ thU accusa t l a n.** T our pML \f 

I have DO doubt he m^t it. for f pjnMr^i 

; I saw Rudolf Hess after the war 
: in Nurereberg.^He flew to Brimln landing In full 


I 


Bitlerx gase os he shook hands 
conveyed a hypnotic canVicUon- 


ot BlUeris orders to seric peace, 
and te was disown^ as a mad- 
man when be failed. 

sS5!f'Si.8£i55*^W.g5 

Island diagtilsed as a sailor. 
My hair stood on end when 1 
found that Mussolini bad been 
taken off that morning In a 

wnlu ambutaooa plane. For me 
It was a lurrow escape from the 
padded cell. 

through a series of ruses wo 
discovered, he had bM trana* 
ferred to Sn A^lne hotel fiOQO 
feet up the Abrui^ range In 
lUly. Every route was cut off 
by Italian iroc^. 


Zero hour 

O UR pictures showed 
a rough field behind 
the hotel. The only 
hopb^vaa to land gliders on iCfN 
»>'o.stnks;so quickly, so suddenly. 

•* Vat . MnvsoltnIX guards would 
.fmTt- DO time to resist, no timif 
to' cany off . thefv prisoner.': 
above aU, no 

time <10 kiU hlmif 

O Ur experts — 
aald **Impo»- H 
slble. That put 
fresh heart in :=. 
me because the = 
enemy would s' 
think so too. — 

The experts- s 
said w*e could » 
pot put down = 
more. than 100 z= 
men la such a :s 
space; never = 
had gliders = 
landed in such 
tbin mountain =z 
air: we would s 
be lucky If 30 = 
men lived to s 
fight 250 Xtallans = 

SfltrtWfi?) rill.... 

bsh/^d 

/fixed seto hour 
^ of walling for 
^Jwn. That meant 

full daylight. against 

incalculabie wann air currents. 

Another bombing raid came 
just before wi Itfu and two of 
our 12 glldera craters in 
taking off. That left ten. Ualf- 
woytomtt. at ISUMOft, the two 
leadlnt julden simply disap- 
peared. They were Co bare led 
ut down and covered the attack. 



' could^Mt 


^ -get eonuet with 
s o ur ~parain>ops 


Then.' Z saw n ‘ 
German obscr* 
ration piaoe— a 
Btorch — hovei> 
Ing over the 
hotel. I got the 
troops to clear a 


TOMORROW :| 

'' That Bomb... § 
. chaos . . . and -E 
one 'soldier's ^ 
chance... = 

■'"'''''''''aiHiiiii 

with them, 
p^ble. We 
the ground, 
like this mi 

runway.*^ 


and 

the Stora to 
land. 

Olr- 

laeb.* StttdentX 
personal pUoL 
stepped out. X 
said be. must lUt - 
Mussolini out. 
He went pate. X 
said 1 .would go 
Re said : 
would never leaye 
Even 'd tiny plane 
have a proper 


Climax 


•Ws 


ITH a knife X slashed 
the fabric between 

X went mL to i^tne imd*p the oiscoyerea. he had been trana* v v my feel to ^ see 
co»nnSid*”of ferred to Sn Ah>lne botel fiOW where we were^gomK. Tne pron 

sKSr Abrumi ranged Sas« saiuig beiow. The gliders 

S liffv fct Italy. , Every route was cut Off were released. 

MustoliS^hod hfen by ftaUan troops. * Another shock: the field 

.airav. by^ l5f“ ctioSra-'^ guarded behind the hotel was ns siee? as 

^ crack mounioin soldiers a siO-juuiP and ,i was strewn 
f5Se‘ traiu E5? by Ibe); * fight tuSia death:.;' with .'bouWeh .Uke bathtubs. 

St we found So/ a scout plane*. ... General Student iwd for- 

\va< immured In* the iSivj'/ T^e jotel was a foriress on a bidden us to ci^-land. Must 
fortress of Santa Maddalena.;! the f reeling . we. then, abandon the 


I fiew over the Island 
reconnoitre. British 
forced my plane into , ^ 

I «*as rescued by on iiaium 
cruiser. 

] Luckily they could not gursa 
I m.v errand. I hod tom oil my 
uniform. A naked man offers 
1 few cluea to hi* * 


iland ic\ filing from the waist out and sail down to me «iuiv.> ? 

Shremv take pictures Ordera In my nhllasophy. must 

ih5 adjutant held my legs, at proper times be disobeyed. 

liafSo I shouted to the pilot : 


attack 
the i*allcy ? 


We flow home to land and 
found our beadquonera bomb^ 
to bits. Fighting had also 
begun beta'een German « and 
XiAllan croops round Rome. 


' Crash • land." We hit the 
ground. We tumbled over Ihe 
rorVa 


Take-off'^'- 

S O X appealed' to him. 
Even If my 15 stone 
Increased the 
prospect of dlsaster.lt would be 
better that we should aU die . 
together than that T should 
survive alone to give HlUer the 
news that ,ln rescuing Mussolini 
we had killed hhn. 

We squeesed In together. 
With aoldlen hamting to ihe 
wings, the engine was suited. 
'Ihe soMlera let go. Rocking 
heltenokelter as it hounded over 
the Atones, the Siorch gained 
speed. Ahead wav a crevaw. 

We lifted JuA enough U> uke 
the Jnmp. bit the ground again. 
sec>sawed over the edge ol the 
field and down. 

I wailed for the crash. But 
Olrlach evened out a few 
hundred feet over the .vadey 
and throuidt x gap in thq. 
monnUlni towards Rome. Our 
landlBf gear was damaged m 
(he taxe'Ofl. Ofrloch made a 
twoiiolnt landing. We were 
there. 

' -ionif faces — ^ - 

I STILL laugh to 
think of the long 
faces at (hr Fuehrers 
hcadquariiM when 1 leR .HUtpr... . 
. Istcr:,..im;,flLflfr.t riccJring ., fils “ 
*• eongmuJaUml... . 

* The staff were hoirified: ‘ if 
Mussolini could be kidnapped 
one day. then Kilter might be 
carried off the next. 

For hours security chiefs i 

S niled me on the operation. We I 
cove round the headquarters ; 
looking for weak spots and eon* i 
triving new defences. 

But. uke U from me. there i 
will . never be a ceitaln safe- | 
euard for future fuebrem < 


SAsteny gentlemeny strike 

_ ^ _ sa c 

No damage can 


disease of doubt 

F or 36 houw aflcr llic famous July 20 pinl on Hiller's life 
1 found myself in supreme cominand of nil llic Gcnnan 
tinnics of flic interior and in Ihe salcllile countries of Ihe 
Reich. I >Mis a Jieulcnanl-ixiloncK I was 33. .\nd I had in 
those two days a terrifying glimpse of how the most efficient 
war machine in^thc world can be completely scized-up by a 
.single jolt. 

Terrifying then, but full of promise for the future, when such 
opportunities win be made and skilfully exploited against an enemy. 
Take the crU^ as H stood. - 



Our troops were Opting 
desperately on all fronts. 
The Allies bad broken 
through in Kormandy. In 
the East 30 Geman dlTisions 
had suddenly capitulated. 

Thirty dlvmooa More 
the total effeeUve fortes faclnx 
RusiU In Europe today. 

We soldiers stninled on. We 
knew of DOthlng ebe to do. But 
for a handttd of hleb staff 
onSceia around HiUer there was 


. for ever In the Russtah Yold. 

• f Group O mined Seberbom.* 

i INSTAUtfEiNT 3 oh- I but three ireSs SteT 

: via V A ll eifi AAV ■ u • ■ a aaau* t us elUi vital infonha- 

j THE TOUGHEST MAN ALIVE i ‘^Meanahlleu-edromed doctor* 

: This title, a-hich la In itself u challenge, bring* you day j fiS^SchertLmhU 

: by day the one-arar-ahead philos^y of the fabulous • 

; CX-G.S. roan OTTO SKORZENY. as told to Express PoreHpi : i- SSid fakJ oS M sS 

: Editor CHARLES FOLEY. | 1 time. ” . 

Then the Russians launched 

* ■ ‘ heaw attacks on them. A 

in the enci'ur camp will be a whether Pdtain was working for ebanze of plan. We told 
major war aim of the future. Germany or s^lnst her. Scbeibom to go northward 160 


im™ in .the enetMv camp will be a whether Pdtala to working for change of plan. We told 

or ^Uaitux, Scherhom to go northward 160 

That Is striking at the brain. There was the commando raid q^jics #o a uice area where we 
to kUl lum wim a luiicase ivarfare can compare on the Iraq pumping statlois— might use ice for runwan. 

bomb. wiih. the terrible disease of six captured Flying Fortresses 

doubt. . * we were to use for transport nru^ Inc#- owmwr 

Xbe conspiracy But to make sure the arteries were destroyed in a. Bn^sh XllC lOSt army 
Muv M el*® must be cut. Next Ume. bomber raid. No more could be ^^UR 1000 had been 

T"? ol surprise will found. QJX ofTln JtSw IM? 

I paralyse great dilcs. capture If wer I had nightroarta t wvit was No^ber 


oouw. . . we were to use lor i 

X nc conspiracy Bm Yo make sure the arteries to » 


six capturM Flying Fortresses 
we were to use for transport 


I... ^ *1*® (nust bs cul. Next Ume. 

deadly forms of surprise will 
I P»*^y*e trtKt dilcs. capture 

. for U>»L Yrt ibe fact centres from the air. 


paralyse great dilcs. capture 


bomber raid. No more could be 
found. 

If ever I had nightmans t 


cut off In June 1M4. 
It was November 


I ti. . factory centres from the air. should prefer not to recall our- ,phen the northward' marcli 

iSS! »rani3e the pipelines of supply last and most spelrtacular effort, began. AU theiwy^ droraed 

I *»y methods the enemy will not I do so now Wause it is a SSJ^ctothm aS nSiw 

«»P<^.iintU he Is gasping for pointer w the futare. ^ mSl S^lSS off the ^ 
ing migiH>have wcceeded. bis life. Somewhere, in Russia, in ihe SS I. aua^ 


And the mere^^tUcmpt caused ^ _ 

such chaos U»t k may be uken fmnro vU 

as a model for the "confusion Auipiruyia 
Boents** of a World War III. A LL thea 

The Ant 1 heard of the oon> XA projecu 

.spiracy was when mr troop. ^ ^.our clear 

train out of Beiiln halted at a men with the viskm to took 
staUon. An oncer ran down Ihe beyond mass 
platfonn. He was bawling my armies and mass 
name. bombardments to 

“Highest orders" he panted, a new conception 
"You are wanted at once in of war arhere 
Berlin. An attack has teta made inlUative is oD. 
on the Fuehrer's life l“- Someofmy 

Back In Berlin the chair, finest schemes 
borne warriors were tbiowing a were stified by 
panic pxrtr. generals and pol^ 

At waffen SS headquarters ucions Uving in 


_ . , • foneau north of Minsk. 

Improvisation JSSISS?”" iSu^ “»• 

A ll these wonderful soviet lines. If by some means ^ "ay. . . . 

projecu depend on they could be pot out It would 

.our clearing space for provo to oor reeling armies in [hf^miTOlif^nlfli-iiTi^^tiV* ^ m !_ 
.h. vUion .0 look ,h. Ean U«t ™ "fl a «cr S^n^TdlSSSS!*^. 

><f m.a I r— V ^'in. 20 men ni5;!l°*ra‘i?T'?n '* 

^1...,;^ TOMORROW * I ^ ^ We 1^ ^ened help ess to Scherhom’s 

."a^i!- How to capture is£-eacil'“o? ^ 

®l « fnrfwoee German . *"**’«. 


Soviet attacks. 

Scherhom'a p rog ress was 
agonisingly slow~-icn. seven. Qve 


bombardments to 
a new conception 
of war where 
Initiative is oD. 

Some of my 


panic pxrtr. generals and pol^ 

At waffen SS headquarters ucions Uving In 


they distributed Pistols to aU the past. Hesita> 
hands. Six frightened clerics tion. ignorance, 
tried to stop me at the door. i compromise a re 


TOMORROW: 
How to capture 
a fortress 
without a 
text-book 


ml no fichL toe Russian onsliiUght In com- ] 

“ mand of a division. . 

20 men n.K!r*«« *Si!2, ' 
attempted the • 

imnovrible. We I listened helpless to SChernoms 

for^ied lour appeal* : “Help us. Do not ^ 

groups, each of torgel us ! 

O^man ^ »rm,v reached the 

soldiers sod thm ttezen lakes. W> could not 
BalUc vSmleers f«ch th^. We could not help 
who spoke Russian, them. Now. they a*ere dying of 
AU were dl> hunger, 

cul^ in Soviei heard the last dim call 

UDifo^ — false from Scherhom on May g. He 


tried to stop meat the door. i compromise arc papers, hair clipped Aid not- kn^ that Oermany 

thi^ them into titO;cqUars and fatal. I had to fight all three, to the skull. Russians rations in had surreDdered (wo tUys, 


lock^ them up after 


.Given time to -plan, absolute^' Uielr packs. 


tbem-^uch to Ibeir reUef-cf nothing Is impossible, with us Group A dropped 350 miles 


before. 1 am glad to recaU that. ' 
before It was too -laic, we 


their datucrous It was alwa)<s Improvisation inside enemy territory to And A^pod him the . Knight's 

; .”0P® of the stall officers knew that is ahy we sometimes failed. Ihe lost army, which was Jed hv Grow. ,« ^ 


^Colonel ^erhom. 


.what was happtting or who had . -.There was Op«ation Vi<^. a Colonel Sc^ei 
risen against whom. But aU .1 ..wens lecreUy to radioed “Bad lane 

gesUcttloted wUdly with revolvers . Fptain'e caplUil. In a week or uader fire." We 
when X questioned theau ‘Thcy;-.':stZ3 I had laid an Invtstble fnnn th^mt again, 
were aending armoutvd units ' -noose around the ci^. Group's went 


I .went lecreUy to Marshal radioed “Bad landing. We are tragedy as a triumph. These 

P^tain'e capitaL la a week or under fire." We did -not hear men fought and survived for a 

sea I had laid an Invtstble from th^mt again. whole year. They lasted out 

I were aending announ?d units -noose around the elQr. . Group 's went over;' ’ PPur top wif. 

mt tgalttsi MUltaiy inteUlgence 1 -waa ready to tCduu and nlKhia of sDence. Then the ..to®. n»ture_hqld 


mt tgalttsi MUltaiy inteUlgence 1 -waa ready to tCduap and nlKhia of sDeace. Then the J'toac mu we future hold 
**•5' transport tho entire French urlth the secret slgnaT 

Hea^ knows what wwjid Government to Paris. The which fold, ua they were talking *21. 


have hapi^ed if I had itqt order did not come. 


stopped this. 

Centre .of plot 

I WE^ round look- 
ing for Gaeral 
SiAidcnt. commander 
of our airborne iroo^ I 
tradtM him to -hU vlua. A 

is 

wife worked at her embroidery. 
He had not h^rd the news. 

Ooering telephoned 
from the Fuchrerk H.Q.: “For 
heaven^ ‘Sake avoid any incident 
that might plunge us into 
avll war.* 

He at least undenoood the 
consequences of panic. 

It seemed ihal the War 
MlnUiiy a*as at the centre of 
the 1 plot. I raced to the build- 
ing. Berner— the general who 

i* now said to fancy hunself as 
another. German luehrcr—’had 
already .wirrounded the War 
Mlniiuy vhh hli troops. 
vAs- <.l. arrivM at midnichi.. 
IG^eipl Fromm, commandcr-ln- 
-chief, got Into his car.. **I sm 
going home now," hr aald. We 
saw him no more. 

Inside the War Minlsio' I 
found General Beck had Juu 
committed suicide. Three staff 
oifieers had be^ shot bv firing 
squad. Nobody knew what to 
do nexi. 

Think how such a vacuum 
could be filled bv a hostile 
Poa-cr that knew ha business. 


oracr Qin uo« oome. !«>•■ a.*?. 

It seems laughable nor, but Soviet reVblvera. Glorious news. ”®e of batue T 
all the ^ German ■ IntcUiaence had 'reached Scherboni. uinfii ii nnaviaifauv 

services simply could not decldr Our when Crmip C-to vanish WORLD COPYRIuHT 


t ‘ Moral yrreck 

tVBERS was nothing 
I left but to take over 
■ myself until a 
**5afo“ general could be 
appointed. So for 36 hours I 
w*os free to move reserve armies 
and equipment all over Hitler's 
Europe. The fighting fronts 
had to be kept going. 

At last 1 wa.5 relieved— by S.S. 
Reichsfuritrer Himmler himself. 

The plot made Hitler a 'phrsi- 
cal and moral wreck. Prom 
then on he trusted nobod.\% 
Next time I saw him he had 
aged terribh* : he had to clutch 
his Irfr hand wHih his" right to 


PAILT PTHESS. WZOWEgqAT AWHL 30 193a 


*1^ 


stop it IrembUng. 

H\wierlcalty he berated his | 
Aeld-manthals before the entire i 


. general staff. 

I destnicdon. -of couhdence | 


at the brain 


; That bo^ Hitler a 

physiqaii wrt |i took over 

control myself for. the ' 36 hours 
till. Hjmriiler camYto relieve me.' i j 


Siii? A but' S' 







gcLDSiKE TO THE DAILY RPRB3: The philosophy of Skorzeny^the soldier>without-a-textbooi(- 

THE TOUGHEST MAN 



otpwm* itiiwuAr i* loot 

-who thinks one war ahead 

' ALtVE 


» • 



and a free hand 

9 . 

ind. hobody will be 
afe\if:war comes 



Give me l ,000 meti\ 

THERE ARE diallengers, of coarse^ to his title— The Toughest Min 
' Alive. . .. . Ever since the Daily Express annoui^ed that Hitler’s 
'' almost ■ legendary ajde, OTTO ■ SKORZENY (prpnptmced Skord~ 
iat/hi) was to tell his story'In Velation to the times we live In there 
have been those ready to put forward other claimants to the title. 

** I. COULD mention So-and-^ in a British Commando/* they say. 
Sergeant This and Maj^ That and ori^ler The Other^ all have 
their proposers and sitpfwrters. And all witi^ood reason. 

BUT JUDGE fw yourselfl''- Read the Modern Day Adventure Story of 
Surface ‘rSkorzeny—told In a series of interviews vdth Express 
Fcreign Editor Qiaritt Foley— before you decide. > 

NEVER learned lb dick my licds. - I was 
never taken in by the con ven lions they call 
Ihe ipilitaiT art. But I have made a deep 
sludv of the ^Idler's mind. It is frequently 
loo iensd'to go Uu*ough. It is never loo broad 
to be outflanked. 5 : 

Usten» the next wjir is going to be so different from 
anything the generals Imagine that many of them wUl 
not know where they are until they find the enemy behind their 
^llhes. ’ 

And a lot of them« if 1 guess right, will wake up^ on the 
wrong side. of the front. 

They will be kidnapped. 

Give me hOOO menr-yoo^can 
lose as many in , an hour 
stormlDK some wiess wl— 
wltha fred hand In wartime, 
and nobody will be safe. 

What Is the loss of lAOO men 
compared with the capture 
of A. coBuaander - In - cm« 
with half a dozen of bU staff 


-- PARriCULARLY IF MY 
1,000 HAVE NERVES TO 
MATCH 'THE V I GIRL' 






I 


TOMORROWi 
How I ‘Kidnapped' Mussolini 
-and could use the - 
technlqne again. 



anT ftll"thair rkords ? ea.‘de« harvest to sow. the 

anu BU meir ‘HchcA to reap in the military 


I have had a IHUe practice at 
■■ 

has been liken to heart 
by. asions others, ihe Ruw^. 
Next time no kln« or preaWent 
will sleep lecurely. wherever he 
b put.. 


Confusion! 

fs 

■ si 


pHATtonotall. One 
1 t««n or— as 1 will 
' shortly. „ahoir — one 
..woman who bi.wttllnr to » 


mind. Soldiers are lost without 
orders and. above all. with no 
flfc to return. 

People X nm Into today take 
me lor the ibue incarnate, bred 
to violence and bloodshed. In 
truth X practised the utmatt 
ecunamy m ktlHnc. I never 
0rrd first. That 1^ the secret. 

In peacetime 1 wav happy as 
an engineer. X did not- touch 
a sun uniil the war.. Today I 
am tr>*lns to catch up on life 
when ] left It olT. But It la 


tanki readv 
gMCtng tbM Into 
I.aketebed out 


and . ns ‘ war of * 
‘ ( wlps* 


Ihe 

ramp, 


British Commando raids, from 
Dieppe on. It look me a fort>' 


U I hlcht to go through them. 

^ delight as If 


It, The worfcen were suHqt. 
Instead of pulling a revolver I 

E ive them schnapps and ehoeo- 
te. We worked all night. 
Next moramg I* drove the nrst 


a now world had 


to a nerve centre than a lAw- to live It down, 
bomber raid- to which me^ • t. 

bimdr^_ airmen may be FtrSt JOD 


Armies. will Wh batuiiiw In • | tstas a ycunz 

• 'thetoowif Uhlforra among *lhem? I- • I jie(U\cnant hr Holland 

eheiniv. Thcrt wlU be' • ‘ ■ .■when: ’ Hitter — 

panic and confusion. ' 'ptannlnc ihe’ invaei 

CQHfVSiOS — that 15 the England. They had 30-ton 


big tank aboard up ny ramp. 

So TOO see that U was not 
bravado that gave nie a bead 
aiajx in the war- business. I 
fought then in Russia and In 
Yugoslavia. I became an expert 
iu Improvising for the 
unexpected. 

Xl was then that T waii calico' 
to the headquarters of the 
VVaCfen S.S.. Hiller's CUtc guard, 
and otTered- ihe command ol uJI 
‘cxiiling -and- rnuira □erman 
C«'mmandos wc adopted, the. 
w‘ord. from the British. That Is. 
of** - not all we look from you. i was 
given a va.st moss of reports on 






Ain ni 


